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Who was found STRANGLED in her Chamber, on the 12th of 
this inſtant November, gwing an Account of all the material Cir: 
cumfſtances, attending the Murther ef that unfortunate LAD Y. 


. ble a ſerious mind, to reflect upon the- inſtability. of earthly things, and induce 
Mankind, not to. be too far in love with momentary pleaſures, which too oft 
prove vanity, for if we indulge our ſelves with Worldly matters, and neglect the end 
for which we were created, no wonder if offended Heaven ſuffer us to fall into unſuſ- 
pected Snares, which are too frequently layed by the ſubtle Tempter, nor are examples 
wanting tn this kind; as appears by many formerly related, but more eſpecially in this 
which 1 intend the Sutzjcct of rheſe pages, which will unfold as Lamentable a Rela- 
tion, of the untimely fall of a P<-fon of Quality, as hath for many Ages paſt been made 
apparent to the World, the Impartial acccunr of which, as it at preſent appears being 
thus. | 
-In Kings ſtreet Weſtminſter, lately lived the Lady Phillips, deſcended of an Honoura- 
ble Family, and farmerly Marryed to a worthy Knight, and one of His Majeſties Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, &@c. but {ince his deceaſe to one Mr. Andrew Phillips, Clerk to a 
Perſon of Quality, on whom ſhe infinitely doared, bringing him an Eftate in fee ſimple 
and during life, not valued at lefs thin goo. per. aznum; on which, for ſome time 
they lived happily, inj»v:ing themſelves as far as cou 5obe perceived, by the moſt pry= 
ing eyes, notwithitandi-ig r= d! vrop-rtion of vears, the Ladv's far exceeding his, but 
after ſome continuance of fzlicity, or at leaft whar ſeemed noleſs unhappy misfortune, 
ſ9 ordering ſome dice cars infued, which as far as can be gathered from Report, was 
occaſioned by theu * ate Lady's refuſing to {ell a parcel of her Eftate, appertain- 
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Jd O many are the calamitous difaſters of unwary Mortals, that they caiimot but trou- 


ing to her during term of Life ; that 1s,, to diſpoſe of it for the time ſhe ſhould live, &c. 
but whether that or any other marter occafioned 'the breach ſo it happened, that Mr, 
Phillips left her, and following his occaſions, came fel{om ro viſit her ; which deſeriion 
increaſed her diſcontents, wherewith x ftrugled Ilabouring to ove:come them , . as 
Much as in her lay ; burfinding her felt oppretſed with griet, ſhe was many times, ob- 
- ferved toretire, as is {tppoſed to vent her paſſion, but in-the end by the mediation of 
-. Friends, things were in a fair way of Reconciliation, few doubting, but a right under- 
ſtanding would be had, and that former animoſities would vaniſh, the Ladv ſeem- 
ing ro be much joyed thereat, but as ſtorms ſucceed the ſmootheſt calms, ſo herc 2 tad 
calamity inſued, for Mr. Phillips coming home,” and being received with all reſpect, 
went after ſome diſcourſe he had with his Lady, toa Neighbouring Tavern, where they 
ſeemed jocund and merry, drinking kindly to each other, and ſtaying there ſome time, 
the Peoplgof the Houſe rejoycing at to happy a complacency, as than appeared, when 
it growing fomewhat fare, rhey went over totheir own Houſe, aiid continued together a 
while, as ſome conjeture, after which Mr. Ph:/l;/ps went abroad on his occaſions, leav- 
ing his Lady to order her domeſtick Afﬀairs, but whether ſhe imagined her ſelf again 
forſaken , and that ſhe was not ſo well beloved as ſhe ought, or that giving up her 
thoughts to Melancholy, tranſported her beyond her ſelf, I dare not derermine, bur 
ſo it fefl out, that on the 12th of November 1684. She 'nut appearing abour the 
Houſe as at other times, the Servants went in ſearch of® her, bur could not for !ſome 
tine imagine where ſhe was retired, till in the end, a Gentlewoman who was a Neig our, 
being acquainted with the ſtrange and ſurpriſing abſence of the Lady, and perhaps 
ſufpcting ſhe was not well ſearched about more narrowly, till in the end coming up 
three pair of ſtairs, and finding the door locked, her ſuſpicion of ſome thing more 
than ordinary increaſed, when peeping in at the Key-hole, the fatal Spectacle ap- 
peared to6 plain, whereupon the door being broken open, and Company upon the 
alarum coming in, the Lady was found Strangled, in a Cord; faſtened to the Mantle- 
tree, or Chimnley-piece, kneeling ar the ſame time upon her Knees, or little differ- 
ing from it, her hands hanging down, and her Head declining not retaining any &m- 
toms of life, nor yet umagincd long to have:been dead. This unfortunate News ſoon 
Eoin abroad, and the Rumour ſpreading wide in the Neighbour-hood, Mr. Phillips 
Eame acquainted with the ſad refation, when haſtening home, in much conſternation 
© fie found what he had heard too ſadly verified, when having diſpoſed things in the 
beſt manner, #he Coroners Inqueſt on the 14th inſtant, ſar upon the Corps, Mr.P4:l- 
to £pou fuſpicion, . being than confined in his own Houſe, but having well inquired 
into the Circumſtances, and it appearing he was abroad, when the unhappy accident 
- befell, that a Reconciliation ſeemed to have been made, and things diſpoſed to the 
advantage of them both : And further, that it was for his intereſt, to conſult her ſafe- 
' - ly, by reaſon her Death wonld deprive him of a conſiderable part of the Eſtate, they 
found it fello de ſee diſcharging him of the ſuſpicion, upon which, order was taken for 
the interment of the Corps, and the folemnity performed with much decency, on the 
Saturday the 15th Inſtant, 


Thus Reader, have I given you a Relation of the unfortunate end of this Lady ; 
who was conſiderably ſtricken in years, having ſpent her Younger Years under the 
protettion of render Parents, and an indulgent Husband, whoſe untimely and diſafte- 
rous end, drew tears from the Eyes of many, who formerly admired her, for her af- 
fable temper ſober and modeſt behaviour, and extraordinary conduct in Aﬀairs. 


'And now, that her Il-ſtared fare, may be a means to pf®rent the like misfortune 

in others, ought to be the Prayers, and hearty wiſh of all good Chriſtians, nor is 

| there any better way to avoid the like Ship-wrack, than by laying hold of Chriſt by 

Faith, who only is able ro fruſtrate and. confound the malice of our implacable ad- 
verſary, who like a roaring Lion goes about ſeeking, whom he may devour, 
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